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types had been seen together since the L&B's closure in 1935. 

Here we see Baldwin replica 2-4-2 T No. 762 Lyn (constructed by Alan Keef Ltd and completed 2017) and the Ffestiniog Railway's 

Manning Wardle replica 2-6-2 T No. 190 Lyd (completed in 2010) double-heading a train up the 1-in-50 gradient towards 

Woody Bay Station.  

(Gareth James) 

Back cover 

A charming painting showing Lyn with mixed train in original company livery crossing Lancey Brook Viaduct. 

(Harry Radcliffe) 
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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION  

I 
t is now nearly 50 years since I published 

“ T h e  O p e r at i o n  o f  t h e  L y n t o n  & 

Barnstaple Railway 1898-1935” and with 

the revisions included in this edition, I would 

like to bring the story to a conclusion.  Soon 

after my booklet was published, John 

Prideaux contacted me and suggested we 

might produce a new book on the line and a 

short while later, Harry Radcliffe made a 

similar suggestion.  We all agreed to co-

operate, with John contributing the chapters 

on the locomotives and rolling stock, Harry 

dealing with the track layout, station design 

and description of the route, whilst I dealt 

with the history and operation of the line.  At 

the time, John was living in Notting Hill with 

his parents.  Harry lived in Kidderminster 

and I was located in Glasgow, so we 

provided each other with carbon copies of 

our respective chapters and actually all met 

together only twice! 

I  took  the  manuscr ipt  to  se vera l 

publishers without success and finally tried 

David St. John Thomas who had just started 

David & Charles.  I saw him at his home in 

Ipplepen near Totnes, he agreed to publish, 

his wife agreed to proof read for the 

magnificent fee of £50 and printing was 

arranged with Dawlish Press and so we were 

in business.  A second edition appeared in 

1971, with reprints in 1980 and 1986.  Then we 

found that the new proprietors of David & 

Charles did not wish to reprint.  So I purchased 

our copyright and freedom to arrange an 

alternative publisher and with the help of an 

introduction from David St John Thomas, we 

found David Joy, who undertook to produce the 

third and larger edition in 1996.  When this was 

sold out, David declined to reprint and 

released us from our contract and we found 

Knaphill Print and with the help of Phil 

Rawstron and the Surrey Support Group of 

the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway, the fourth 

edition was produced. 

It was always my ambition to complete 

the story to the point where the line was 

again operational and so with this new 

edition, I hope that will be achieved and we 

can end the story with the arrival of “Axe”. 

  Gordon A. Brown 

  March 2009  

Published by Surrey Support Group of The Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Trust 

© execs G.A. Brown, J.D.C.A. Prideaux, execs H.G. Radcliffe 1996, P.J.M. Rawstron 
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Knaphill, Woking, Surrey GU21 2EG 

All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 

electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recorded or otherwise, 

without prior permission in writing from the publishers. 
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CHAPTER 1 

THE FIRST STEPS  

T 
HE LYNTON & BARNSTAPLE Railway 

was open for only 37 years and has 

now been closed for 85.  But the live 

interest in it among local people today is 

indicated by the number of articles and 

letters about it in the West Country Press 

while a generation of railway enthusiasts 

unborn when nature first began to spread 

her mantle over the remains of the line is 

showing an even keener appreciation than 

that which watched the passage of the last 

train.  The 1ft 11½in gauge Lynton & 

Barnstaple, crossing the foothills of Exmoor, 

will always evoke the imagination if not the 

memory. 

For much of its short life it ran at a serious 

loss and was deserted by people and goods 

requiring quick transport.  Whether or not 

the Southern Railway should have closed it in 

1935 it had certainly outgrown its usefulness 

as an all year round passenger and goods 

line by then.  However, the sacrifices of 

capital and time made by the local promoters 

were not wholly in vain.  There was reason 

enough for Lynton and Lynmouth people to 

rejoice when the first train steamed in from 

the outside world.  The population and trade 

of the twin towns rose rapidly, laying the 

foundation for greater progress in the motor 

age.  The price of coal fell dramatically. 

Unlike most of the railways in North 

Wales of the same or similar gauge the 

Lynton & Barnstaple served no especial 

industry and was dependent on the general 

traffic of the district.  Though the combined 

population of Lynton and Lynmouth was little 

over 2,000 even by 1935 coal always figured 

prominently in the traffic figures.  In early 

days a shipload of coal for the twin towns 

berthed at Barnstaple’s rail-served Rolle 

Quay several times a year.  On these 

occasions coal trucks were added to almost 

every train, while at Lynton a special gang 

was employed to hurry the emptying of the 

 Taw arriving at Lynton 1935 (R L Knight) 
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the crossing at Braunton Road and entered 

Pilton yard.  The gates at both crossings were 

hand-operated, being locked by levers in 

Pilton Bridge signal cabin and protected by 

the same double-arm signal, which was also 

the Pilton yard down home and in the up 

direction by the Pilton up starter (which was 

located nearly opposite the Pilton Bridge Box 

and appears to have controlled all trains 

proceeding up whether from Lynton or from 

the yard).  These were operated from Pilton 

signal box situated immediately beyond the 

second level crossing and controlling the 

entrance to Pilton yard. 

This was the main depot of the railway and 

the operational headquarters of the old 

company whose general offices were on the 

left.  The running lines formed a passing loop 

and traversed a long reverse curve through 

the yard; running parallel on the left was the 

yard loop from which branched all the roads 

serving the various sheds. 

The locomotive shed was a corrugated-

sheeted structure having two roads, each 

with an inspection pit between the rails.  The 

right-hand road extended through the shed 

into the workshop.  Outside the shed this 

same road was carried over a  wide 

inspection pit on steel joists, heavier section 

rails being used to span the opening.  It is 

easy to imagine how the more corpulent 

enginemen must have blessed this amenity.  

Birds-eye view showing virtually the whole of the L&B layout at Barnstaple around 1927.  The line leaves the terminus, 

Barnstaple Town Station, above the top left-hand corner of the picture and then curves sharply around North Walk to pass 

Rolle Quay.  Braunton Road crossing is located to the left of the prominent bridge that carries the road over the River Yeo, 

in front of which is the site of Quay siding which was used to off-load coal from coasters to railway wagons.  Next comes 

Pilton Road crossing and footbridge and, located just inside the gates, the L&Bs second signal box where electric train 

tablets were exchanged for movements between Barnstaple Town, Pilton and Chelfham.  The main line then runs past the 

extensive facilities at Pilton Yard before passing the up home signal at the bottom of the picture.  In the yard a coach is 

receiving attention on the turntable whilst Lyn and one of the three original Manning Wardles are outside the sheds being 

prepared for duty. (R L Knight) 
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CHAPTER 11 PJM RAWSTRON & GA BROWN 

Introduction 

A 
S MENTIONED in Chapter 5, upon 

closure Paymaster Captain Thomas 

Alfred Woolf, R N (Retd.), a well-

wisher who lived at Woody Bay, sent a 

wreath which was placed on the stop block at 

Barnstaple Town Station.  Inscribed with the 

words “To Barnstaple & Lynton Railway with 

regret & sorrow from a constant user & 

admirer.  Perchance it is not dead but 

sleepeth”. This black-edged mourning card 

has survived and was donated to the Trust a 

few years ago.  Since closure the unique 

charm of this line has fascinated railway 

modellers and enthusiasts alike.  So it is not 

surprising that all these years later the L&B 

has finally arisen from its long slumber. 

These new chapters have been added to 

the original text to recount the developments 

which have taken place since this book was 

originally written in the 1960s.  They bring 

the story up to date, including the re-opening 

to passenger trains in 2004, the extension to 

Killington Lane in 2006, the arrival of the first 

Trust owned steam locomotive Axe in 2008, the 

restoration of heritage carriages and the 

completion of Lyn in 2017. 

RE-AWAKENING  

Lyn and the heritage train returning to Woody Bay Station on 4th May 2019 

Survivors from the Sale and Disposal, 

1935 

Details of the sale in November 1935 are 

well known.  Four of the five locomotives 

were broken up for scrap.  The only survivor, 

Lew,  was according to contemporary 

accounts exported to Brazil  in 1936.  

However extensive research has failed to 

locate the engine's whereabouts. 

Three of the coaches were sold and we 

know that No. 2, a saloon brake composite, 

finished up at Clannaborough Rectory with 

some other memorabilia and later was 

acquired by the National Railway Museum at 

York where it now resides in unrestored 

condition. 

No. 15, another brake composite, sat for 

many years on a length of track North of Snapper 

Halt and was ultimately acquired by Festiniog 

Railway where it was extensively rebuilt and is 

now in operation as their coach No. 14. 

Coach No. 1, also a saloon brake 

composite, was located at Snapper Halt 

where it was placed on a short length of track 

and used as a summer house. It  was 

truncated in the 1950s and was eventually 

burned in the mid-1960s .   
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Coach 16 at Woody Bay 2013 (A J Nicholson) Coach 11 standing in the sunshine at Woody Bay shortly 

after arrival  (A J Nicholson) 

The four coach Heritage Train headed by Lyn returning to Woody Bay with a 762 Club member's special on 29th September 2017. 

The Railway received the 2017 Heritage Railway Association, Morgan award for outstanding achievement in recognition of 

this milestone. 

timber required to rebuild the carriage in 

2015 when they had the opportunity to 

remove pews and other woodwork from an 

Ipswich church. 

The coach was constructed using a 

modular method, each section being fitted 

with its seats internal and external panelling 

prior to being installed onto the underframe. 

During this project EAST’s team consisted of 

one full time carpenter and 16 active volunteers 

who put in more than 2000 voluntary hours 

during 2018.  The pace ramped up in 2019 

remarkably made i t  into  service by 

September 2013. 

To complete a 4-coach train as often seen 

on the old L&B as it was the limit for single 

engine haulage, EAST’s attention then moved 

to the all 3rd No 11 and was made possible by 

a full grant from The Coastal Communities 

Fund.  Arriving at Woody Bay on 22nd April 

2015 it also provides a backup in case a 

coach has to be withdrawn for maintenance. 

Coach No 5 was next on the list to be 

restored.  EAST acquired all four tons of 



173 

 

  

Index 

A 

Accidents, 30–31, 51, 157 
Adams ‘02’ Class, 85 
AEC Reliance, 168 
Alan Keef Ltd, 144, 148, 149, 159 
Alexandra, 112 
Allen, Jim, 171 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers, 74 
Animals 

Bees, 48 
Chickens, 133 
Cows, 125 
Deer, 14, 63, 91, 133 
Dogs, 20, 133 
Horses, 21 
Pig, 133 
Sheep, 125, 133 

Arms of the Borough of Barnstaple, 91 
Atlantic Coast Express, 112 
Avonside works, 30, 75, 80 
Axle Boxes, 21, 89, 149 

B 

Babcock Appledore, 148 
Bagnall. See W G Bagnall Ltd 
Baldwin Locomotive Works, 18, 26, 76, 79, 80, 84, 147, 149 
Bampton, 168 
Barbrook Halt. See Halts 
Barclay, Andrew, 73 
Barnstaple, 11, 38, 56, 64, 68, 74, 112, 113, 115, 124, 

132, 133, 139, 140, 153, 156, 158, 168 
Barnstaple & District Chamber of Commerce, 37 
Barnstaple & Lynton Electric Tramroad Co, 156 
Barnstaple & Lynton Railway, 45, 137 
Barnstaple & Lynton Railway Bill, 11, 156 
Barnstaple (Yeo Vale), 140 
Barnstaple and Lynton Electric Tramroad Company, 11 
Barnstaple and Lynton Urban Council, 25 
Barnstaple GWR, 126 
Barnstaple Junction. See Stations 
Barnstaple Market, 126 
Barnstaple Quay, 12 
Barnstaple to Taunton Line, 11, 12, 156 
Barnstaple Town. See Stations 
Barnstaple Town Council, 37 
Barrow, George, 30 
Beara, 63 
Bentley, Mr, 17 
Bideford, 125 
Bideford, Westward Ho! & Appledore Railway, 28 
Bishop of Exeter, 145 
Bishop, Michael, 171 
Blackmoor,  See Stations 

Blackmoor Gate, 11, 13, 14, 21, 30, 32, 36, 47, 113, 
132, 156, 159, 168  

Boston Lodge Works, 47, 147 
Box, F E, 24, 136, 140, 171 
Brake Coach, 128 
Brake Vans, 30, 90, 93, 104, 124, 128, 133, 137, 139, 150, 157 
Brakes 

Hand, 74, 99, 133 
Pillar, 103, 104 
Wheel, 104 
Vacuum, 74, 90, 103, 133 
Wood, 134 

Bratton Down, 13 
Bratton Fleming, 12, 26, See Stations 
Braunton, 11, 156 
Braunton Road. See Level Crossings 
Bray, Gateman, 24 
Brazil, 46, 85, 137, 157 
Breakdown Cranes. See Cranes 
Bridgwater, 10 
Bristol, 10 
Bristol Channel, 65 
Bristol Vehicles, 168 
Bristol Wagon & Carriage Works Company Ltd, 20, 

30, 89, 90, 102, 103 
British Transport Historical Records Office, 171 
Brush Electrical Engineering Company, 74 

C 

Caffyns Halt. See Halts 
Calvert Trust, 153 
Carriage Sheds, 28, 45, 54, 144 
Carriages, 18, 20, 24, 29, 46, 64, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 

137, 144, 145, 159 
Castle Cary, 108 
Castle Hill, 11 
Castle Inn, Barnstaple, 37, 157 
Castle, S, 46 
Catchpole, L T, 171 
Chains, The, 64 
Chambers, Scott & Co, 106 
Chandler, Gerald, 154 
Chanter, C E Roberts, 12, 32 
Chanter, F W, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 24, 27 
Chanter, Rev J F, 27, 64 
Chaplins, 124 
Chelfham, 15, 56, 124, 153, 158, 171 
Chelfham Station. See Stations 
Chelfham Viaduct, 15, 48, 57, 141, 142, 153, 158 
Chickens. See Animals 
Chumhill, 30, 57, 157 
Clanvilles Sawmills, 108 
Closure, 37 



 

 

  

The Lynton &  Barnstaple Railway 

The full story of England’s most loved narrow 

gauge line 

Many enhanced quality historical photographs 

and fully revised to bring the story up to date 

Scale drawings of locomotive and rolling stock 

Track plans and building surveys 

A book for every narrow gauge enthusiast 

and modeller 

Surrey Support Group of The Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Trust 


	01C - BPR - Front Cover
	02B - BPR - Title Pages
	15C - BPR - Chapter 11
	26C - BPR - Index



